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In 1945, when Britain was nearly bankrupt, we got a welfare state and a
national health service. Now, when investing in tax collectors and closing
the £120bn tax gap would help us fix the deficit, we’re losing it to cuts.
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The difference was that the working class of the 1940s offered the
government an ultimatum. In the words of Tory MP Quintin Hogg:
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“if you don’t give them reform, they will give you social revolution.”
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The cuts will not be defeated by voting for another party. Every party that
finds itself trying to balance the budget of the capitalist state inevitably
ends up propping up big business, opposing strikes and imposing
austerity measures on the working class.
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We need mass, self-organised campaigns of direct action on the streets
of our local communities, on student campuses and on picket lines.
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Only when we take matters into our own hands as a class, and shun
those who seek to lead and control us, will we have any chance of
bringing about radical social change.
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As the Liverpool-born trade union militant Jim Larkin said: “The
great only appear great because we are on our knees: Let us rise!”
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