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Labour's claim that
they remain the
party for redistrib-
ution now rests

solely on their boast to
have significantly reduced
child poverty. However,
behind Gordon Brown's
spin, are these so-called
redistribution policies
really the success story
they would have us
believe?  

On the face of it, Labour
has cut the proportion of
children in poverty from
33.9% in 1996/97 to 28.5%
in 2002/03.  Sounds good? 

What it means is that
some 4 million children
are still living in poverty
in the UK - and in 2005/6,
the numbers actually
went up by 100,000.  

In fact, we don't have to
look far beyond the head-
lines to find that Labour's
rather feeble attempts at
wealth redistribution
mask the true realities of
life under Labour.  

Child poverty may have

fallen marginally, yet
overall inequality has
increased since Labour
came to power.  

Indeed - income inequal-
ity in Britain is still high-
er than at any time in the
previous 18 years of
Conservative rule - and
probably for at least 20
years before that.  

Under Labour, the top
1% has increased their
share of national wealth
from 20% to 23% and the
top 10% of the popula-
tion's share of the wealth
has increased from 47% to

54%.  
Meanwhile the wealth of

the poorest 50% of the
population shrank from
10% in the Thatcher
years, down to 7% in 1996
and now sits at just 5%.  

Under Labour, the
biggest movers have been
the rich getting richer and
the poor getting poorer.

Neither has Labour
done anything about
racial and women's
inequality.  

Women are still paid
42% less than men and
make up the bulk of the

Labouring
under 
delusions
The Labour Party claims it has successfully tackled child
poverty.  In this article Direct Action exposes the lie and the
bankruptcy of the New Labour project for social equality,
revealing the true legacy of Blair's premiership to be an
even more unequal society than when New Labour came to
power in May 1997.
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The International
W o r k e r s
A s s o c a t i o n
Congress in

Manchester last
December agreed that sec-
tions should hold actions
targeted at Colombian
embassies/consulates and
business interests coordi-
nated for July 20th,
Colombia's 'National Day'. 
At the request of the
Colombian 'Friends of the
IWA', the day of action
was called to highlight the
ongoing war waged by the
Colombian state on trade
unionists.  

Among the world's most
repressive states, the US-
backed regime of Álvaro
Uribe Vélez  continues to
allow transnationals (for
instance Coca Cola and
the banana multinational
Chiquita Brands
International) and home-
grown business interests
alike a virtually free hand
to snuff out opposition.
Indigenous tribespeople,
the Afro-Colombian com-
munities as well as
human rights activitists
have all been severely hit.  

Likewise, for trade
unionists death, direct
threats and displacement
are a daily reality. 

As one of the sources of
strongest opposition to
neo-liberal economic poli-
cies, union activists are
targeted by government
security policies. 

The Ministry for Social
Protection is supposed to
stimulate employment
but in practice it moni-
tors, hinders and restricts
union activity, devoting
its efforts to curbing union
rights, to constantly try-
ing to have strikes
declared illegal, and to
encouraging public
authorities to harass
organised workers and
other protest movements.  

Beyond this, paramili-
tary organisations regu-
larly issue death threats
and carry them out, often
in collaboration with the
Colombian military.  

These paramilitary
groups have been set up
by politicians, businesses,
drug traffickers, members

of the rural and military
elites and representatives
from foreign transnation-
als to protect their vested
interests from 'subver-
sives'.  For instance 

According to the
International Centre for
Trade Union Rights
(ICTUR - www.ictur.org),
at least 72 members of
trade unions were assassi-
nated in Colombia during
2006, an increase on the
previous year. 

The Colombian govern-
ment always denies
responsibility despite its
well-known connections
with the paramilitary
groupings which carry out
these executions in the
name of 'national securi-
ty'.  

Although the state has
recently encouraged para-
militaries to demobilise,
human rights groups and
others have severely criti-
cised this measure
because they can escape
without being charged for
loads of their past crimes. 

At its April national con-
ference, the Solidarity
Federation reconfirmed
its support for the IWA's
call for a day of action on
July 20th. 

SF's activities will be
coordinated by South
London SF (southlondonsf
@solfed.org.uk) and North
& East London SF
(nelsf@solfed.org.uk) who
may be contacted for fur-
ther details.

IWA: Solidarity with
Colombian workers




